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Padding of Tists

Padding of the vobers' lists has become a regular feabure of polivieal
life under the Burnham regime. In the 1968 electhiony the lists represented
a 19 per cent increase for the 4-year period, 1964-58 a8 compared with a |
22 per cent incpease for the 1M-year period, 1953-04,.

Por the July 1973 election, the lists increased by 25 per cenb an
impessible feat comsiderimg a net population increase of sbout & 2.5 per
cent Per yearl. o vondoe |

From official figures, all Guyanese aze 21 and above was 314,504 on
Avril 7, 1973. Yelbthe vobers lists as of May 31, 1973, Bad 384,434 nanes
(a0t inecluding 34,801 registered overscas voters). In other words, aboub
70,000 represented dead, underaze and non=-existent persons. These voted by
neans of the posbtal (first inbroduced in 1973) and nroxy systen of vobtinge.

- Fov the FNC stronghold, the Linden-Wismar-Cha istianburg area, the
vobers lists increased from 18,17 in 1968 to 24,968 inm 1973, Bub the botal
vopulation of the area im 1973, as estimated for & waber survey by the US
Eompany, James S, Montogemery, Consulting Engineers Inc. was 31,6357, This
means that about 79% of the population was adults over age 21%

and Jtaf
Froxy Vobing

Prior to and during the 1951 general clection, proxy voting was
severely restricted. Bub in 1969, against the strong opposition of theFFP,
there was some relaxabiem, asd proxy votes jumped from abouts 300fin 1961, %o
5, 635 in 1964, of whick the PFP secured omly 9.6 per cent. A eritical
comment from the Commonwealbh Tesmd o Dbzervers of the 1954 Election was
that the ™one administrabive provision whi-h» sgemed open to manipulabion was
the proxy vobes.ewe feel it is our duby te poine dub that bhe proxy system
is liable to abuse.”

And gbuse Sherc Was. 1o 1969, because of furbher relaxabion, proxy
vobtes ¥ cast were estimated ab about 30,000 (bhe lists of proxy voltes were
never published as required by luw). Bub the official figure was 19,237,
equivalent 5o about 7 per cent of the votes cast, withoub waich the ENC
would not have "won®™ 91 per cent of votes or a majoribty of one seab inside
Guyana (overseas vobes save it a working majerity of 7 seats.) Because of
ekiticisas, of malpracktices and obher factors, the FNC regiue restricted
proxy voting in 1973 bub permitbted all Hhose debarred bthe facility of posta

voting. ofn (773
Teus, ' :zere Werehmbaut 10,000 proxy vobtes and about 23,000 postal vobes

almost all & wiaich went Lo the FHC on account of administrabtive mamipulasio
and irregularities.

Por iisbance, in South Georgebown, a certiricabe inm the postal
ballot box showed thab 846 postal ballots were issued and 546 were casbt. TYeb
when the Dillobs were counbed, there were 630 votes, and desplite protests,
vhe 194 exb. a ballots were recorded for bthe FNC.



Overseas Vobes

A4 regerds bthe ovorseas vobisg, first introduced inm 1958, Ghe
TRC secured in the reocent elections 38 me: cent of tHhae vakes cast as
compared with 95 per cont in 1968,

Commenting on the 1908 electoral fraud, Hr. Huaphrey Taylor,
Director of Opinion Research Cenbre, im the Gravada T.7. eZnose,
“The leking of a Prise Minisber", ssids

"Obviously IZ don't koow what bavpened in Guyana, but as far
as Britain is concerzed, thie compilation of the reglster was
a_totally disbonest end corrupht operatione And, as we have
clearly established, the great majeority of Tie peorle listed,
do met exist, This I would bhink is unprecddented for a
Comzonwealth countzy, as far as I imow; and it's you know,

2 prebty awful and disgraceful episode,

Granda®s Research Rditor, Gus lmedonald b Bae sasme Tils saoids

"It is uy - firm concluston bhat thke election inside Guyana wos
neither . free nor fair. "

How, in sncbher £ilm, Gronasds DoV, bas azaln exposed the exbensive
¥ ¥

i

e¢lecboral fraud which helped the FNC to zesain in power.

: T L3 TR AW R B
Ballot Pox Tamverins

sreatest fraud Gook place barcugh the btespering with
e k2 Y ] il Groc¥ % 5 ; B o o 4 Y e o
vae ballot bexes. All the boxes, except those forGe Georzetown, was

stored in bhe Lecture Roow ab Aray Headquarbers for long hours, even
days, before they were btaken Lo the 3 counting cenbres,

Herey keys could nob 1% locks; See " hoxos bad %0 be broken inko,

Seals in the majority of boxes had been damared, -

The numhers of ballebs cast d4id nob bolly wibth the nushers found
in several bwes, In four boxes for the Horte~West electoral district
were found 2 wads of ballet rpopers wrapped with slastic bands or held
Gogetiker with paper ¢lipsi

e : 2% o g & oy B £ e & . P
For the ibmeluni-Fobaro disbriet, parcels of
folded Yosebher mob bwice as required by law, bub

llots were found

Ce

g

|
13

Objection had been ralsed abd recorded sbout bae wroms officlal
pang 27 a (ooals Poller polling divicion of each ballok paper on the
inside. Vaen Hhe box wasg opened,all the ballobts were staaped on the
cutside, 3 required by law, and marked for She THOL

¥

Foti:inz but fraud and Pampering with balaot boxes could exulain
Ghe massive vober furnous of 9%.4 and ¢ 585 per vent respechively for
She Hortisest and the Mazaruni-Pobaro districks. These are spars2by-
populated but ocxbensive areas wit: lons Sistances bebtweer polling



By conbtrast, in the compact 8 districhs in Georgebtown, the vober
turnout averaged about 70 per cents And in 4 of %hese districlts,
the PNC voted dropped absolybely. 7 Bub in bhe Forbawest district,
PHC votes imcreased from 5,759 in 1968 %o 13,090 in 1973, and in
Yezaruni~Potare from 9,701 te 15,974/

The FPNC claims bthat i%s "wicbory™ of 37 seats was the result of
serious inroads into FFP stra&gkglﬂs; Tris is mere propagzanda. My
personal estimate is that the PP true sirengbh is aboubt 60 per cent
of Tthe electorabe. That is why the INC regime vigorously opposed
the post-election proposal of the PPP to conduct at its own expense
impartially-supervised polls ip one or =more of the several elechoral
distriets claimed to kave been Wom by the PNC.

New Staze

A new stasze has pow been reached in the strugsle for nabional
liberation and soclalism in Guyana. The people, Shrough thelr own
bitter experience, have come Uo realkze that they camnot win pelitical
pover s8¢ long as the FUHC is in couplete conbrol of the elechoral
machinery, the polce and army.

In 1964, the PNC with only 40 per cemt of the vobtes came to power
in coalition with the ﬁ%}%ﬁé Forece (UF) btarcuzh the suppordt of Anzglo-
. nge .
American Imperalism and from %ae first=-past-the~post, constituency

voting systes to propertional  represenbaticn.

In 1962, the PNC "“won® power withous .~ UF thvougk electoral
fraud and overseas vobing. In 1973, fraud alonme could net suffice;
the army acbively intervened and even shob and bteargassed the elechorabe
%o ensure a PNC viechboryve

The P} has refused Tc “ake ke 14 seabs assigned to it on the
grounds that the Natlornal Assembly dees nobv reflecht bhe will of bHhe

1
{

people, and has beenm reduced to a farce as a aere rubber stamp for
the regime's eliicts. Insbead, it has embarked om a campaign of

civil reistrace and non-cooperation.

In tze colmbpgs montis, mass sbtrugzzles on all fronts will be
intensif ed asgeinst the minority, racist, nco-fascist rezime as it
draws cl.ser To imperialism, and accenbuabtes its peolicy agﬁicszzuptieﬁ'
and bribsry for the benefil of the ruling elite.
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